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BACKGROUND

The Orland Community Scholarship Association (OCSA) is a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt charitable non-profit organization established in 1970 by Carl Cufaude, June L. Young, and then-superintendent of schools Wayne S. Ferguson, in memory of outstanding Orland High School students.  The original board of directors also included Fred Perez, Lilah Hazelton, J.D. Robinson, Margaret Kwate Holzapfel, Jack Martin, and J.A. Russell.  Mr. Russell added an important cornerstone to the financial base with a generous endowment in memory of his sons.  His dedicated leadership nurtured OCSA for many years. In the almost fifty years the association has been in existence, over 1,500 scholarships have been awarded to outstanding graduating seniors at Orland High School.

OCSA provides financial support in the form of scholarships to graduating seniors of Orland High School who will continue their educations at community colleges, vocational schools, or public or private colleges and universities.  The association serves the community by collecting tax-exempt contributions, selecting and interviewing scholarship applicants based on academic achievement and community service, using specific criterion when set by donors, thereby ensuring an equitable distribution of the scholarship monies it manages.  Students must claim their funds by September 1 of the year following graduation once they have completed one or two semesters or quarters, taken 12 or more units during one of those grading periods and maintained a minimum GPA of 2.0.  In the event a student fails to claim their scholarship funds, the funds will be rolled over and awarded under the original donor’s name to a senior in a future class.
	
Donations are accepted in any amount.  Memorial donations for one person in excess of $500 cumulatively are given in that person's name.  Lesser amounts are placed in OCSA's general fund with scholarships awarded under the name of OCSA.  In addition to memorial donations, families, businesses, and other organizations may sponsor a scholarship, on a one-off or recurring basis, in the minimum amount of $500.  Larger endowments have been made during donors’ lifetimes or as bequests in their wills, which are then managed by the association in low risk investments, funding scholarships from annual distributions.

	The following is a list of scholarships currently administered by OCSA where donors have set specific criterion:

Bell Carter:  agricultural related field
Ernie Boracci Memorial: athlete
Class of 1943:  preference given to relatives of the classmates
DOC (fka Doctor for Orland Corporation): medical
Dole Nut Company: agriculture
Dr. Fred & Rose Ely Memorial:  medical, environmental
Darron Galvan Memorial:  male and female athlete
Robert & Jean Gilmore Memorial:  Lake Elementary School graduate
George Molina Memorial: sports
Orland Livestock Commission Yard:  career plans in agriculture field
Robert Blair Memorial:  student pursuing career in music or arts
Robert Royce Memorial/Byron Royce Family: vocational student
W. W. Worman:  working senior maintaining a B+ average
Joe Quail Memorial: female athlete in softball, volleyball, basketball
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